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Medical science has brought dramatic improvements in our understanding of illness and the 

provision of powerful treatments. Yet both anecdote and formal research point to the need to 
look beyond our current scientific model to meet the deepest needs of individuals, and society, 

in promoting and restoring health.

The PRIME 10th Anniversary Symposium, held in an outstanding centre of scientific discourse, 

will explore current thinking about the intensely practical interaction between science, faith and 

society that shapes the health care we give and receive.

• Why are Science and Faith viewed as opposing forces?

• How does this affect concepts and practice in healthcare?

• How do values in healthcare affect our society?

• How do the ethics of society affect healthcare?

• Can medical science be morally neutral?

• How can we bring back harmony between Science and Faith into healthcare practice and 

research?

A lively series of interactive presentations that will examine these fundamental questions and 

stimulate change for the better in our healthcare practice

PRIME is ten years old this year and this event is to celebrate all the great things God has done 

through us and our partners and the people we have taught. We are grateful for having had the 

strength, vision, health, love and finances which have enabled the overseas visits and taught 

health professionals over that ten years about whole person medicine and the need for 

compassionate medicine.  Over the years we have developed a body of teaching materials and 

resources that are unified in purpose but adapted to each country’s culture. We believe they all 
focus on bringing Christian values back into the world of medical education globally.  

Today's symposium, although hosted by us, is not just about PRIME. There are greater 

challenges ahead. The direction of our work in PRIME is to develop stronger and more effective 

partnerships in key developing countries of both the developed and developing world, to be a 

voice for good and for Christian values in those places and to be advocates to effect change on 

many levels.

‘PRIME Calling’, our brand new anniversary publication, will help you understand more about the 

vision and history of PRIME. Available to buy at this conference or from the PRIME website and 

office.  

For this symposium we join forces with other major organizations in 
the UK dedicated to the same ends: Christian Medical Fellowship, 

Christians in Science and Christian Nurses and Midwives.

www.prime-international.org

www.cmf.org.uk

www.cis.org.uk

http://christian-nurses-and-midwives.blogspot.com/
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Programme

Tea and Coffee on arrival

10.00   Introduction and Welcome

Dr John Caroe, Chair of PRIME

10.10   The Advance of Medicine? Role-play

10.20   The Great Divide

Dr John Geater MBE, PRIME International Director

An overview of the historical relationship between medical science and religious 

faith, the causes and consequences of their separation, and how western medical 
education and policies can widen the division; what can be done to bring about a 

healthy reunification?

10.40   Science and Faith – Why the conflict? 

Professor Keith Fox, University of Southampton and Chairman of Christians in 

Science 

Why science and faith should go together and why the progress of science without 

faith leads to ethical demands that go against the importance of the person as an 

individual, against choice, against love, and against our ability to demonstrate and 

live with compassion.

11.00   Relationships - The key to good health

Baroness Caroline Cox, Patron of PRIME

An exploration of the relationships between nurses, patients and providers in 

healthcare politics and practice; how effective partnerships can translate and speak 

to our nursing services where in the face of system demands, press criticism and 

bureaucracy many have lost the enthusiasm to fight changes that discourage 

compassionate care.

11.30   Coffee  

11.50   Changing Ethics, Changing Society

Dr Peter Saunders, Chief Executive, Christian Medical Fellowship, UK 

A review of how the move from a Christian theistic to a secular world view has 
impacted both bioethics and also the reading of scientific evidence; how Christian 

professionals should respond to these challenges in a way that is both biblically 

sound and evidence based.

12.10   Unseen Forces

Professor Richard Vincent and Dr Rosalind Simpson, PRIME Senior Tutors 

12.40   Discussion



1.00     Lunch  (Questions and comments will be collected)

1.50     Integrity in Medical Research
Professor Stephen Evans, London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine

A review of the background of misconduct in medical research and the evidence for 

its occurrence in clinical trials and other research; reflections on the prevalence of 

different forms of misconduct, the reaction of scientific and other authorities when 

presented with evidence of misconduct, and the opportunities that exist to bring 

greater integrity within our own spheres of practice.

2.10    The Church - Beacon for God and Truth?’

Rev Canon Graham Archer, Highfield Church, Southampton, Diocese of Winchester

A reflection on the church’s stance for good and continued truth in a society where 

there is an increasing loss of altruism, integrity and trust as well as a fading 
expectation that good will triumph over bad; how the church can stand for lost 

values and what we can do to bring God and Christian values back in to today's 

healthcare and into a nation marked by austerity and reduced government funding 

for the poor, sick and vulnerable.

2.30    The Unseen Influences on our Society

Professor Richard Vincent and Dr Rosalind Simpson, PRIME Senior Tutors

Interactive exercises

2.50    Christian Values in Health care – Do they make any difference?

Dr Huw Morgan, Senior PRIME Tutor and GP Training Programme Director, Bristol

A brief look at the background to the growing concern for values in health care and 
a summary presentation of three papers showing the health benefits of positive 

values demonstrated by the doctor in the consultation.

3.10    Compassion - Where does it come from and where does it go to?

Dr David Chaput de Saintonge, Senior PRIME Tutor

A review of the significant and surprising deficits in compassionate care within the 

National Health Service as revealed by recent enquiries; an exploration of where 

compassion comes from in the first place and how it is lost; an examination of some 

of the genetic and environmental influences which may determine the answer to 

these questions.

3.30     Questions and Discussion - Making a difference
Panel of speakers

4.30    Close  
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